pests & diseases
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If you are overwhelmed
by the number of

pest and disease
resources on the
Internet, we have
identified a few

key Web sites

that will answer most
of your questions

By Rich Lister

Web Site
Reference Guide

Here is a complete list of the Web sites men-
tioned in the article.

Chase Research Gardens
www.chaseresearchgardens.com

Chemtura Corporation
www.pgrx.info

North Carolina State University
www.floricultureinfo.com

OHP
www.ohp.com

Syngenta Professional Products
www.greencastonline.com

Valent USA
www.valent.com
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oday’s Internet is a gateway to an

endless supply of information, and

while this can be very helpful, it can

also be daunting. Which Web site has

the most accurate information?
Which is the easiest to maneuver? Which pro-
vides the best information needed for your situ-
ation? Chances are there is more than one Web
site that will fulfill your needs.

Finding the easiest and most convenient
experiences online is something that could
take some time and searching. Therefore, we
have compiled a list of some of the top-rated
Web sites associated with chemical-related
problems and their solutions. Endless
Googling aside, these short reviews will help
you know where to turn the next time you
need pest and disease information.

Chemtura Corporation’s Web site,
www.pgrx.info, went live in 2005 and provides
growers with a unique resource for plant
growth regulators — how to use them as well
as how to determine optimum rates, plant
responses, plant tolerance, modes of action and
other helpful knowledge.

A very complete site, www.pgrx.info offers
a great FAQs page, and the site highlight has
an “Ask The Expert” section. When you click
on this link, you have the opportunity to E-
mail a question directly to Kevin Donovan,
Chem-tura’s technical manager. Donovan and
Chemtura promise to have a response to you
within 48 hours. This personal attention
assures you will get the right answer to your
question instead of having to choose an
answer from a preset list that may or may not
apply to your situation.

Based on research conducted by GPN
author and well-known pathologist Ann
Chase, the Chase Research Gardens Web site,
www.chaseresearchgardens.com, lists product
evaluations, including the biological, chemical
and physical aspects.
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Chase Research Gardens, Inc.

About Us: "Flowering Potted Plant Problems” Flash Cards
Serices A handy pocket reference guide for any industry professional, hobbyist, or
Products plant enthusiast. Ideal for business owners, sales reps and plant techs.
Each laminated card contains information and full color photegraphs for a
LS GO different species of flowering potted plant suffering from some disease or
disorder. Conveniently organized with an "O" ring design, this versatile
guide can be taken virtually anywhere to aid in the problem solving

Chase News [IHECEES

Contact Us

Diagnostics Back to

WLELLEN Sample Selections in this Flashcard Set
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African Yiclet Botrytis Blight: | Begonia Botrytis Cutting Rot:
on African violet appears on is a common disease on many

flowers, leaves and even stems
near the soil. The fungus, B.
cinerea, on African violet can
be controlled by heating the
qgreenhouse to reduce relative
humidities at dusk.

Powdery Mildew: on African
viclet has been around for
years. It is very transient and
under most conditions,
fungicides are not used to
control it. Symptems include
white, powdery fungal growth
mainly on leaf tops in round

flowering crops such as potted
Begonia. The blighted flower
can collapse and the fungus
invades the stems below.
Botrytis can be especially
damaging on cuttinns.

Xanthomonas Leaf Spot:
shown here on Rex Begonia,
can start on very small plugs.
Spots are sometimes bordered
by leaf veins giving them an
angular shape. They may have
a bright yellow margin and can
merge to affect large areas.

spots.

Product Information

This set has 100 photographs encompassing more than 30 different plant
species, from African Violets to potted roses. Individual cards are
laminated to protect against water and moisture. Each set is only $19.99
plus shipping and handling and may be purchased by clicking the "Order™
butten on the menu.

Top: Chemtura’s new site, www.pgrx.info, provides information
specifically about plant growth regulators. Bottom: Growers can
find detailed reports of chemical trials plus disease diagnostic
products at wwuw.chaseresearchgardens.com.



One feature that is unique to the Chase
Research Gardens” Web site is the extensive
flash-card area. Though still under construc-
tion, the flash-card link provides full-color
images diagnosing problems on ornamentals.
The flash cards are divided into sets and sold
on the site.

Chaseresearchgardens.com also features a
lengthy list of articles divided alphabetically
by topic. The articles are based on past
research Chase has conducted and detail her
chemical screenings research, with recommen-
dations for most problems presented in an
easy-to-use PDF format.

Syngenta Professional Products” Web site,
www.greencastonline.com, is one of the most
comprehensive around. After becoming a mem-
ber, you can actually tailor the site to fit your
needs: It will display only the tools and
resources relevant to your business.

Syngenta lays out a wealth of information
with an extensive and easy-to-navigate library
searchable by insect, weed or disease that pro-
vides a paragraph and information about each.
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Top: One of the best features of www.greencastonline.com is
the archive of video presentations from past Lectures In
Bloom. Bottom: Www.ohp.com provides much of the basic
information needed to rotate chemicals properly.

Probably the best aspect to this Web site is the
Lectures In Bloom library. This is a video
archive of presentations from different
Lectures In Bloom conferences Syngenta has
held across the country. The presentations
cover a range of pest-control topics given by
leading researchers in their fields.

Finally, Syngenta provides articles on near-
ly anything you need to know about chemical-
related problems and solutions, as well as a
calculator for mixing rates, solution options
and chemical costs. The site also has up-to-
date weather and pest information maps that
can be viewed on the Web site or sent to your
E-mail address.

The OHP site (www.ohp.com) is a great
basic resource with incredible ease of use, a
body of informative text and a lot of subtopics.
The site is especially useful when researching
pests and pest solutions. It has a long list of
insects, detailed explanations of each and how
to get rid of them.

Ohp.com also features a downloadable ver-
sion of its popular chemical class chart. It
includes all currently registered insecticides,
miticides, bacteriacides and fungicides with
their active ingredients, trade names and rota-
tion codes. This area of the Web site is helpful
when putting together a rotation of chemicals
because it focuses on the importance of resis-
tance management and suggests some possi-
ble rotations.

Valent USA offers one of the more straight-
forward Web sites. At first glance, www.
valent.com may seem to have less information
than other sites, but the information is all there,
just laid out in a form with less bells and whis-
tles. In fact, Valent’s may be one of the most
complete Web sites on our list.

One of the most attractive parts of the site is
something the company calls Valent University.
At the Valent University section, you can learn
more about topics such as weed and insect con-
trol, plant growth and other related subjects.
Also of interest is the problem/solution area
where you can find chemical solutions to com-
mon disease and insect problems.

One of the best parts of the site, though, is
the links page. A seemingly endless number of
links are divided into categories and then into
sites with information on that category. The
beauty of this section is that links are not listed
by name but by topic, making it much easier to
find the information you need.

North Carolina State University has collect-
ed information from a number of locations at
www floricultureinfo.com. The site includes a
plant growth regulator calculator that shows
how much chemical to use for a particular crop
and the application methods to apply it. The
best part of the site, though, is a database of
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i 2005 Valent U.S.A, Corporation, Valent site tracemarks. Site problems? Contact the wibmaster.
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Top: Valent USA’s site, www.valent.com is a great starting
point for Web research. Bottom: Www.floricultureinfo.com
contains a wide range of searchable articles.

articles searchable by either crop or topic. Once
searched, the database creates a list of articles
displayed in PDF format.

If you want to quickly maneuver www.flori
cultureinfo.com, simply scroll to the bottom of
the main page and take a look at the links to dif-
ferent areas of the site, including the index of
insects and pests. This area provides informa-
tion on different pests, including black and
white pictures of each, but there is an additional
link to an area where you can view several full-
color photographs of the insects.

Rich Lister is a freelance writer based in
Chicago, Ill. He can be reached by E-mail at
loki10@sbcglobal.net.

LearnMore

For more information related to this article,
go to www.gpnmag.com/Im.cfm/gp060608
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